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Clients 

Get in Touch... Rohini, Jenny, Sam 
& Denise. Mon -Thurs 9am - 5pm, 
Fri till 4.30pm. T: 01858 439262  
E: champions@vasl.org.uk 
Torch House, Torch Way,  
MH, LE16 9HL 

Face to Face Community 
Gathering Tues 9 Nov 2-3.15pm Buttercups 
Tea Room, Tilton. 20 places available. Please 
call by 9am 4 Nov to book. Transport provided, 
priority will be given to current clients. 
Community Friends welcome if there are 
spaces.  
New Zoom Book Club Weds 10 Nov 11am 
let us know if you would like to join, a link to 
the group and a reminder will be sent nearer 
the time, all welcome.  
Zoom Mini Gatherings Tues 16 Nov 2pm 
Weds 17 Nov 10.30am contact CC team by 
phone or email to join, a link will be sent 
nearer the time 
Call or email Community Champions for 
details or to book on any session. 

This month...  

19 people (clients, volunteers, staff, 
and Harborough Community Bus 
drivers) met at Kibworth Golf club for 
the October Community Gathering; 
our first “large” face to face event 
since March 2020. Introductions were 
made, and people chatted over tea 
and cakes. Volunteers helped host the 
meeting making sure people were 
comfortable and had plenty to eat and 
drink. Rohini gave short notices about 
community events and Alan 
(volunteer) also invited people to a get 
together at the Roebuck and Pippa
(Driver) shared details of another 
social group that meet at the theatre 
each month. Rohini thanked the CC 
team for making all the transport 
arrangements and escorting clients, 
Mick and Pippa for driv-
ing  and  Simon and Tricia the cater-
ers who always make us feel so 
welcome. “What a fabulous afternoon 

we had. I just loved 
being back among 
real people, my day 
has flown by.”  
 

“Thank you for 
organising these 
events and giving 
us such useful 
information. We 
really appreciate it.” 

See over for details of how  
Community Gatherings work.  

October Community Gathering  

A 92 
year old client Fred loves all types of music. 
His volunteer informed him that the 
Harborough Band were giving a free concert 
at Welland Park so he walked there himself. “It 
was fantastic! I loved the music, and chatted 
to people in the sunshine, I felt really great.” 
The volunteer was also there and said “I could 
have cried with pride; it was wonderful to see 
him out enjoying himself.”  
This client has also made a new friend through 
a Mini-Gathering, and has ordered a brochure 
from Shearings to consider a coach holiday to 
Llandudno, where he lived before.  
All these actions are exactly what the CC 
project wants to encourage – people building 
the confidence to do the things they enjoy, and 
meet new friends! Volunteers can help 
encourage you, and provide relevant 
information. Congratulations to both the client 
and volunteer. Do tell us if 
you have a similar story 
of  positive change to 
inspire others.  

Discovering Agency - you can make 

changes... 



Tea@3 Sunday 
once per month 31 Oct, 28 Nov, 19 Dec 3
-4pm. St Dionysius Community Hall Coven-
try Rd. Market Harborough. Refreshments, 
company and a different topic each time. 
Transport available in Market Harborough, 
contact David to book M: 07505 968767  
E: harboroughfx@gmail.com 
Friendship Lunches 2nd Weds each 
month, 12-2.30pm Hosted by Home 
Instead. The Royalist, Western Ave,  
Market Harborough. 2 course lunch, raffle, 
quiz. For prices and bookings call T: 01858 
457135. 
Kibworth Community Library run various 
groups through the week including Coffee, 
Cake and Conversation 1st Weds each 
month 2-4pm, Knitting Group every Mon  
2-3.45pm £2. Also planning a seed share 
scheme for gardeners call T: 0116 305 612 
or see 
W:kibworthcommunitylibrary.org.uk for 
details.  
Kibworth Craft Café Every Weds 11am-
1pm Ivy Joys Vintage Tea Room 18 Fleck-
ney Rd, Kibworth. Bring along your current 
craft or knitting project for company and 
conversation, no pressure to buy anything, 
biscuits provided. M: 07983 475221 
E: ivyjoysvintagetearoom.com   
Young@Heart Last Tuesday of each 
month 2.15-3.45pm no charge. Har-
borough Theatre Lounge, refreshments, 
chat, board games available. Meet new 
people in a relaxed environment.  
T: 01858 322 326  
E: seniors@christchurchharborough.org.uk 
Walking for Health every Mon 12pm meet 
Market Harborough Welland Park Café 
1.30pm meet Lutterworth The Shambles 
Pub. Every Weds 10.15am meet Market 
Harborough Welland Park Café 1.30pm 
meet Broughton Astley Library. Walks last 
about an hour, and groups often go for a 
coffee afterwards. T: 01858 828282  
E: activetogether@harborough.gov.uk 

Community Information 

Rohini will be 
going for a routine operation soon so you 
may not see her at events. She will be 
back shortly and has every confidence 
that the CC team will hold the fort. 
CC has produced a 2022 calendar of 
our project and these will be posted 
out for free to all clients – we hope 
you like it!  

Project Information 

Many people new to Community  
Champions have not had the chance to 
join a Community Gathering (CG) due to 
the pandemic. A CG is a get together 
mainly for Community Champions 
clients, like a coffee morning but usually 
in the afternoon. There is one per month, 
this is what we offer:  
 Paid, supported transport either 

through the Harborough Community 
Bus, VASL or Lutterworth volunteer 
drivers scheme or taxis.  

 Paid refreshments; a drink and cake 
 Volunteers and staff to help you from 

your door, right to the chosen venue, 
on and off the bus.  

 Venues are different each time and 
are risk assessed to ensure they are 
covid compliant and safe for anyone 
visiting e.g. if they use a wheelchair or 
walking aids.  

Sometimes we have a speaker and 
Rohini our Project Manager gives 
information about the project and 
community events. CG events give 
people the chance to join us in a safe, 
friendly environment to help make new 
friends and build confidence. If you 
would like to join us look out for dates in 
this newsletter and call us to book. You 
will be contacted the day before the CG 
to be given a pick up time for your 
transport. We look forward to seeing 
you!  

How do Community Gatherings work?  

Corby and District Model Railway Society are offering a programme 
of Santa Special Trains and much more in the run up to Christmas 
based off Kelvin Grove, Corby - contact the CC team for details.  


